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CLERGY 


OF THE 8 


CHURCH of ENGLAND, 


And the Do&rines taught by 


Whitefield, Seagrave, 


XX 7 AND OTHERS; 


In which the true Notion of Preaching Chrift 
it ſtared; the doErinal Preaching of the Ciergy 
of the Ejtabliſhed Church vindicated z; and the 
Methodiſts proved guilty of not Preaching the 


Goſpel of Chriſt. 
To which is added, 


The Wiſdom of fleeing from Perſecution, exem- 


plified in the Conduct of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield at 
Charles-Town in South-Carolina. 
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F they perſecute (PROSECUTE) ye in one City, flee unt 
Y another. 
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COMPARISON 


Between the Doctrines taught by the 


Li 
| 


S IL B R 


OF THE 


CHURCH of England, 


AND 


Mr. VHITEFIE LD, &c. 


2 Tim. ii. 5. Having a form of Godlineſs, but denying the 
power theres; from ſuch turn away. 

Ver. 6. For of this ſert are they which creep into houſes, and 
lead captive filly women laden with fins, led away with 
divers Lufts, 
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The TRUE NO TTION of 


PREACHING CHRIST 


STATED. 


— 


S pure and undefiled Religion is generally 
WR! owned to be the nobleſt Purſuit, we are ca- 
pable of engaging ourſelves in, as it is the 
Perfection of our Nature, and the moſt 
exact Imitation of Gop, the beſt and 
>= moſt exalted of all Beings; ſo it cannot 
but be a Matter of great Concern to all 
fincere Chriſtians, that the Clergy of the eflabliſhed Church, 
a Body of Men interiour to none, either in folid Learn- 
ing, or the Practice of true Religion and Virtue, ſhould 
not only be publickly accuſed with neglecting to inſtruct 
their Hearers in thoſe Points, which are abſolutely neceſſary 
to Salvation, but alſo with preaching Doctrines oppoſite to 
and ſubverſive of the grand Deizgn of Chriſtianiy. 
This, my Friends, in brief, is the Charge our Clergy at 
this time lie under: A Charge, which ought to be inquired 
into with the greateſt Care and Impartiality, before any 
Concluſions are formed, or Prejudices entertained againſt 
them ; becauſe a Miſtake in this Caſe may be attended 
with the moſt fatal Conſequences to the Practice of true 
Religion and undiſſembled Piety. 

But notwithſtanding theſe Accuſations are delivered with 
an Air of Solemnity, I cannot help obſerving, that a very 
{ſtrong Suſpicion will ariſe, that they are without a ſufficient 
Foundation, if we take a general View of ſome of the 
Principles, which theſe Gentlemen endeavour to eſtabliſh 
as Part of the Religion of Jeſus, and which, they ſay, 


are abſolutely neceſſary to be believed in order to eternal 
Life and Happineſs. 


B Reaſon, 


1 

Reaſon, or thoſe Abilities of Reaſoning about the Dif- 
ferences and Relations of Things, which is the moſt ma- 
terial Diſtinction between us and Brutes, and is as neceſ- 
fary to Religion and Virtue, as the Exiſtence of a firſt - 
Cauſe of all Things; and without which, a Revelation 
from Gop would not only be uſeleſs, but an Impeach- 
ment of his Wiſdom ; this they endeavour to repreſent, 
not only as inſufficient to anſwer any valuable Ends, but, 
if attended to, will unavoidably conduct us to Ruin and 
Deſtruction. Upon which Account, they endeavour to 
deſcribe Reaſon and Revelation as contrary to and deſtruc- 
tive of each other ; forgetting that it is by our reaſoning 
Faculties, (for we have no other) that we come to be 
convinced that the Scriptures are really a divine Revelation ; 
and that the Alcoran of Mahomet, tho” it makes the ſame 
Pretenſiont, has nothing in it worthy that Character. 

But in order to ſupply this imaginary Defect of human 
Reaſon, they affirm, that the Spirit of Gop illuminates 
the Minds of ſome, tho* not of all the human Race; by 
which Means they who are thus favoured can apprehend 
the great Myſteries of the Gofpel, as they are pleaſed to 
call ſome of their favourite Opinions, which are hid from 
thoſe, on whom GoD is not pleaſed to beſtow this Fa- 
vour, 

This Opinion is not only falſe in Fact, but a firm Be- 
lief of it is a great Step towards, and lays a good Foun- 
dation for Perſecution in its various Shapes and Degrees ; 
and is in one Word the very ſame Principle by which the 
Zealots of the Church of Rome have been induced to ex- 
erciſe, as they have had Opportunity, the higheſt Inſtances 
of Tyranny, Oppreſſion and Cruelty. For when Men 
have worked themſelves up into a Belief, that their Opi- 
nions are the Effect of a divine Impulſe upon the Mind, 
they muſt conſequently imagine, that ſuch Opinions are in- 
tallibly true, and of the laſt Importance; and therefore 
they cannot but eſteem all thoſe, who preſume to cenſure 
ſuch Opinions as abſurd, as Men of corrupt Minds, Ene- 
mies to Truth, and ſuch who are endeavouring not only 
to quench the Holy Spirit, but alſo to ſubvert the grand 
Deſign and Intention of the Goſpel of Chriſt. This at 
firſt begets an Averſion, then Hatred, and at laſt ends in 
ſome. Degree of Perſecution and Cruelty. ws 
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This ſhort Sketch of the Principles (and their Tenden- 
cies) of thoſe who are the Authors of the above Charge a- 
gainſt the CLERGY ſhews, that there is ſufficient Reaſon 
to ſuſpect that the ſaid Accuſation is, to ſay no worſe of 
it, the Effect of an over-heated Imagination and miſguided 
Zeal,—— But as J ſhall give theſe Opinions a more diſtinct 
Examination in the Proſecution of this Diſcourſe, I ſhall 
therefore proceed to ſhew, in what the true Preaching of 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift conſiſts, | | 

But firſt I would premiſe a few Particulars : And Firft, 
That the principal, or chief, if not the only End God 
had in View in forming Mankind was, that he might by 
all fit and becoming Methods render them happy. To 
ſuppoſe that God formed us rational Agents, merely to 
make a Diſplay of his Wiſdom and Power, or even that. 
we ſhould only contemplate and admire thoſe his Attributes, 
is to form very erroneous and diſhonourable Conceptions 
of him.——-And as Man's Happineſs was God's ultimate 
View in Creation, ſo it is no leſs evident, that the very 
ſame Motive induced Gd to attempt Man's Redemption, 
This Sentiment ſeems to be expreſſed in theſe Words of 
Scripture: God jo loved the world, that he ſent his only be- 
gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him, ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life, 

Secondly, I would premiſe, that Man's chief Happineſs 
and Felicity conſiſt in his acting agreeably to his rational 
Make; or in other Words, in an Imitation of the moral 
Perfections of God. This is the Perfection of human 
Nature, and cannot but be ſo, as it ſecures to us not only 
God's Image, but his Favour. It follows from thence, 
that if right Action, or moral Virtue, is the Perfection of 
our Nature, and our moſt ſupreme Felicity, eſpecially as 
it qualifies us for the better Enjoyment of God in the other 
World, that the main End of Chris Advent was, 
to encourage and promote it, And that he kept this 
Point conſtantly in his View, is exceeding evident, from 
the Doctrine he taught, and the Motives with which he 
enforced the Practice of thoſe Doctrines, together with his 
moſt holy Life, which is propoſed to us as a Pattern to copy 
after. It will follow then, 

_ Thirdly, That if right Action is the Perſection of our 
Nature, and neceſſarily ſecures to us the higheſt Felicity ; 
if the main End and Defign of Chriſt's Coming into the 
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World was to promote and encourage it; it is highly irra- 
tional to ſuppoſe that he would propoſe any Doctrines to 
be believed, or enjoin any poſitive Obſervances to be com- 
plied with, but ſuch which have a direct and natural Fen- 
dency to promote the ſame valuable End. It follows 
then, 

Feurthly, That whoſcever pretends to be a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel of Chrift, and at the ſame time preaches any 
DcErines, which do not naturally tend to promote and 
encourage the Practice of Virtue and true Piety, whatever 
Pretenſians he may make to extraordinary Aſiſtances from the 
Spirit, he cannot properly deſerve that Character; becauſe 
he is not proſecuting the /ame Dez/ign, which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles conſtantly and uniformly carried on, 

On the other hand, he that inculcates the Practice of 
Religion and Virtue from the ſame Motives which were urg- 
ed by our LoRD JESUS CHRIST and his APOSTLES, de- 
ſerves the Character of a true Miniſter of the Goſpel, even 
tho? his Preaching ſhould contradict or exceed any Set of 
Articles or Creeds, framed by any Society of Men whatſo- 
ever, if ſuch Articles or Creeds are not evidently framed 
upon the Goſpel- plan. 

Theſe Things being laid down as Truths, and which, I 
apprehend, will not be controverted by any, it is now 
time to take a brief View of the Conduct of CHriſt and his 
Apoſtles, in order that they might obtain the above End 
and Deſign. 

As I have taken it for granted, that Religion and Virtue, 
properly ſo called, are the Perſection of human Nature, as 
they procure to us the higheſt Pleaſure, which we are capa- 
-ble of here, and fit us for that Felicity, which we are to 
expect hereafter ; fo I ſhall not waſte Time in attempting 
to prove it in Farm: If it is denied by any, let them ſhew 
us any thing elſe, which will better anſwer that End. 

Our Lord Feſus Chrift, to the End that he might exhi- 
bit to the World the grand Importance of that, which by 
ſome in this Day is mentioned with a Sneer, viz. good 

Works, or right Actions, began his publick Miniſtry with 
an Explication of the moral! Law (wherein we are taught, 
that it not only prohibited the committing evil Actions ; 
but that it took Cognizance of, and equally extended to 
the molt ſecret diſorderly Inclinations of the Heart) and 
preſſing the moſt exact and uniform Obſervance of it 
„ with 


bs 
- 
> 
*. 


oa Fro oe WO ICS os bw 


SP. 
2 


# F TA \ rs «SI 
„ 


t. 


9 
12 


ru ot Fa EIS 


n J 
AIRS. 


OR SIRE Pts 


(5) 


with the greateſt Ardour and Concern, as. that which 
would prove of the higheſt Benefit and Advantage to 
Mankind. And as he entered upon his Work with de- 
ſcribing and recommending right Conduct, which in 
Scripture is called the Fruits of the Spirit, ſo he likewiſe 
made it the conſtant and uninterrupted Buſineſs of his 
Life ; at the ſame time, as Occaſions offered, he ſeverely 
cenſured thoſe who built their Confidence in God's Fa- 
vour upon external Performances. This ſhews the Im- 
portance of true Religion, His Apgſtles alſo, through all 
their Epiſtles, either recommend V irtue in general, or the 
Practice of ſome particular Duties, according to the Cir- 
cumſtances of the People, to whom they wrote. To prove 
this muſt be tireſome to all who have read their Writings 
with the leaſt Degree of Attention, 

I ſhall now hint at the Motives in general uſed by Chri/t 
and his Apaſtles, to induce thoſe with whom they converſ- 
ed to engage in the Practice of every Duty. And firſt, 
They conſtantly made uſe of this Motive to that Purpoſe, 
diz. that God would exerciſe Mercy and Forgiveneſs to 
every ſincere Penitent; that tho' their Sins were ever ſa 
many, and attended with the higheſt Degree of Aggrava- 
tion, yet, on thoſe Conditions, God would receive them 
graciouſly, and love them freely, The Heathen World 
was in a great Meaſure ignorant of this moſt powerful 
Motive to Virtue ; tho* many of the Wiſeſt among them 
were inclined from the Conceptions they had formed of 
the Deity, to hope that this would really be the Caſe ; 
from which Probability only they were induced, as the 
moſt likely Means they could diſcover in order to avert di- 
vine Diſpleaſure, to exerciſe Repentance when their Con- 
ſciences accuſed them of ſwerving from the Practice of 
that, which they were convinced was their Duty. 

But how ſtrong the Motive, how powerful the Argu- 
ment in behalf of Virtue, when we are aſſured from un- 
queſtionable Evidence, that the repenting Sinner ſhall be 
received again into the Favour of God! 

Qn the contrary, Could we work ourſelves up into a 
firm Perſuaſion, that the Governour of the Univerſe is im- 
placable; that the greateſt Degree of Contrition and Sor- 
row for Sin would be ineffectual to Pardon and Forgive- 
neſs; as this would introduce Deſpair, ſo it would render 
us entirely careleſs concerning our future Behaviour. 


3 

Thus then, without entering upon any farther Proof, 
the Doctrine of Repentance from dead Works, or from 
à Courſe of Action which would ſubject us to the ſecond 
Death, is a moſt powerful Motive to the Practice of true 
+7" and was fo uſed both by Chriſt and his A. 
2 

Secondly, They conſtantly taught, not only that the 
Dead ſhould be raiſed, and after that be judged ; but alſo 

dat every one ſhould receive at the Hands of God, the 

rcher of Hearts, according to what he had done in the 
Body, whether it be Good, or whether it be Evil : That 
every Work ſhould be brought into Judgment, with every 
ferret Thing; and in many Places ſtrongly intimate, that 
in Proportion to the Improvement or Neglect of our Ta- 
lents here, our Happineſs or Miſery will be determined 
hereafter, 

Now as the Doctrine of Pardon upon Repentance 
ſtrongly excites the Sinner to change his Way, ſo this ap- 

to be every way calculated to prompt him on in mak- 
ing greater Advances towards Perfection. For if God 
Has appointed a Day, in which he will judge the World, 
if the Sentence, that will then be pronounced, ſhall bear a 
ſtrict Proportion to our Conduct and Behaviour in Life, 
we muſt acknowledge, that it is moſt fit and reaſonable, 
that we deny ourſelves all Exceſſes of mental and ſenſual 
Gratifications, and that we ſhould endeavour to perfect 
Holineſs in the Fear of God. 

Theſe Motives are obvious, and calculated to promote 
Virtue in general. There are alſo particular Encourage- 
ments in Scripture, to promote the Practice of particular 
Duties ; but thoſe I purpoſely omit for the Sake of Brevi- 
ty. The Doctrine of Propitiation, Reconciliation, In- 
terceſſion, &c. when rightly underſtood, are very uſeful 
in the Chriftian-Life ; but theſe J omit, becauſe the Be- 
nefits, which flow from them, are for the Uſe'of Penitents 
only; ſo that in a Senſe they are included in the Doctrine 
of Repentance. 

I would farther obſerve, that one of the Deſigns which 
Chriſt had in View, when he enjoined the two poſitive 
Precepts, Baptiſm and the Lord*s-Supper, was to promote 
the Cauſe of Virtue. 

To imagine that the Saviour of the World, whoſe ſu- 
perlative Love to Mankind engaged him to Po their 
appt- 
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Happineſs, tho at the Expence of his own Life, .ſhould 
enjoin the Practice of any Thing which had no Tenden- 
cy to encourage the Practice of Religion, the Point he al- 
ways kept in Sight, is to ſuppoſe, that he acted without 
Deſign ; which, at leaſt, muſt be an Impeachment of his 
Wiſdom : From whence I infer, that Baptiſm and the 
Lord's-Supper are calculated to carry on the ſame, Intenti- 
on. In what Manner they ſerve theſe Purpoſes will be 
ſeen, by taking a brief View of each Inſtitution. 

As to Baptiſm, we ſhall firſt conſider what was, in the 
primitive Church, required as pre- requiſite thereto. Heres 
in the Scriptures are very explicite: , Repentance to- 
wards God ; that is, an unfeigned and hearty Concern of 
Mind for having acted contrary to the great Law of our 
Being, and the Convictions of our own Conſciences : 
And this muſt always be attended with the moſt ſincere 
and fixed Reſolutions, to have, for the future, a Reſpect 
unto all God's Commandments. 2d4ly, Faith in our Lord 
TFeſus Chrift ; which contains not only the believing him 
to be the Mefiah, and that he came to give his Life 2 
Ranſom ; but takes in a ftrict Conformity of Mind and 
Behaviour to the whole of the Goſpel-plan, as laid down 
by him. Theſe then, at that time, were eſteemed, in ge- 
neral, as Qualifications abſolutely neceſſary to Bapti/m. 
The next thing remarkable, is the Mode, or Manner, 
in which Baptym was to be adminiſter'd ; and that was 
ſometimes, as all agree, by Dipping the Perſon under Wa- 
ter; to which Action the Apoftle manifeſtly alludes, when 
he ſays, we are buried with him (Chriſt) in Baptiſm, 
that like as he was raiſed from the Dead by the Power 
of the Father, we alſo ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life. 

The next, is the Form of Baptiſm ; and that is, In the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Gho/?. The Reaſon 
of which I apprehend to be this ; that the Perſon baptized 
is initiated into a Diſpenſation of Graco, wherein each of 
thoſe Perſons is immediately concerned. The Fatber is 
repreſented in Scripture, as the alone Contriver of the Go- 
ſpel-Diſpenſation : Gd ſo loved the world, that he ſent his 
only begotten Son, &c, The Sen actually came upon this 
ſalutary Embaſſy, and not only proclaimed Pardon and 
Salvation to every ſincere Penitent, but alſo gave his Life 
a Ranſom, and to redeem us to Gd by his Blood. The 
Part the Holy Ghy/t bears in the OEconom yy of our Salvati- 
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en, is to affiſt us in our ſerious Endeavours in the Practice 
of Religion: God will give the Holy Spirit to them that 
aſk it. | 
05 the Form of Baptiſm may be conſidered as a ſolemn 
Invocation, or Calling upon the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
to be Witneſſes that we receive and embrace that Diſpenſa- 
tion of Grace, in which they have each their Part; pro- 
miſing to behave agreeably to the Deſign and Intention of 
that moſt wiſe and gracious Inſtitution. 

Having thus briefly hinted at the Qualifications neceſſary 
to Baptiſm, together with the Manner and Form of it, I 
ſhall now inquire into its Influence upon our moral Con- 
duct. In order to render this Divine Inſtitution of Uſe in 
the Chri/tian-Life, let us ſeriouſly reflect upon the Promiſes 
and Reſolutions we made, when we were by Baptiſm 
initiated into the Chriſtian Church. We then promiſed to 
deny ourſelves all Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts, and to 
engage ourſelves, with all our Might, in the Practice of 
univerſal Holineſs and undiſſembled Piety. Let us farther 
conſider Baptiſm in its Mode, as it emblematically points 
out to us our Death to Sin, our being waſhed from Sin, 
and our Reſurrection to a Life of Holineſs and new Obe- 
dience, And laftly, let us ſeriouſly meditate upon the 
Form of Baptiſm, as it is adminiſter'd in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Gheſt. This cannot but remind 
us of the tender Love and Compaſſion of God the Father, 
(as revealed by the Son in the Goſpel, for the Truth of 
which, and our Salvation, he ſuffered upon the Croſs) as 
well as of thoſe kind Aids, and Aſſiſtances, we ſhall aſ- 
ſuredly be favoured with in the Diſcharge of our Duty, if 
we are not wanting to ourſelves, Or if we conſider the 
Form of Baptiſm, as calling the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
to witneſs, that we unfeignedly devote ourſelves to the 
Practice of true Religion: Theſe Particulars ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered apart, but much more if we view them together, 
in their Connection, Dependance and Harmony, cannot 
but be ſtrong Excitements and Motives, to engage us to 
the Practice of every Chriſ. ian Virtue, 


Thus then Baptiſm appears to be inſtituted, not merely 
to command our Obedience, but as it furniſhes us with ad- 
ditional Motives to the Practice of Virtue, 


I come 
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I come now briefly to hint at the Advantages, which the 
Cauſe of Virtue receives from the other poſitive Precept, 
to wit, the Lord"s-Supper. | 
If the main End and Defign of Cbriſt's Coming into 
theWorld, together with his ignominious Exit out of it, was 
not to reform Mankind, and ſo to lay a ſolid Foundation for 
their eternal Happineſs, tho' not in a Way of Merit, I 
confeſs myſelf to be entirely ignorant of the Deſign of 
either the one or the other. Any other Deſign would be 
rather a Reproach, than a Praiſe to him; nor would he, 
on any other Account whatſoever, deſerve, ſo emphatical- 
Iys the Title of Saviour. But if we conhder him as en- 
eavouring to reſcue Men from the dreadful Conſequences 
of a Courſe of Sin and Wickedneſs, by giving them all 
fitting Encouragement to the contrary Practice: If we 
conſider him as repreſenting Holineſs as neceſſary to Hip- 
pineſs, and in order the more effectually to ſecure the 
Practice of it, aſſuring them that they ſhall all receive at 
the laſt Day, according as they have improved or neglect- 
ed their reſpective Talents: If to this, beſides his own 
perfect Example, we reflect upon that uncommon Concern 
of Mind, which he frequently expreſſed at the Iniquity of 
Mankind, together with that Warmth and Ardour for their 
Reformation and Amendment, we cannot but conclude 
that good Works, tho' ſo much deſpiſed now, were what 
he came down from Heaven to promote, as the moſt ef- 
fectual Means to lead us to, tho' not purchale for us, eter- 
nal Life and Happineſs, 
If then this was the End of his Advent or Coming, 
if this was alſo the Deſign of his Death; what can be a 
ſtronger Motive to Virtue and Piety, than frequently to 
commemorate, or call to mind the Death and Sutferings of 
this great Lover of Mankind ; ſeriouſly to conſider, that 
he laid down his Life to promote the Cauſe of Truth and 
Virtue, to the End that we ſhould not henceforth live un- 
+ to ourſelves, but unto God, and that he might redeem un- 
= 2 a peculiar People zealous, not Deſpiſers, of good 
orks. x 
Who can behold the Symbols of Chriſt's Death and 
Sufferings in the Lord's-Supper, and confider what was the 
Deſign of them, without forming the moſt ſtrong and ſo- 
lemn Reſolutions againſt every Sin, and without determin- 
ing for the future to have a Reſpe& unto all God's Com- 
C mandments ? 
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ended to make Men happy by making them holy. 
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mandments ?-——*< Shall I, may each devout Communi- 
« cant ſay, indulge myſelf in the Practice of that, which 
brought my dear Redeemer from the Boſom of his Fa- 
ce ther, in order that he might aſſume our Nature, and 


„ upon which Account he was made a Man of Sorrows, 


< and became intimately acquainted with the moſt preſſing 
«© Grief, and at laſt upon the ſame Account underwent 
a the painful and ignominious Death of the Croſs! Shall 
J not only trample upon, and defpiſe ſo great an In- 
« ſtance of Love and Affection, but alſo act in direct 
„ Oppoſition to my own eternal Welfare, and ſo make 
both his Life and Death of no real Advantage? Shock- 
„ ing Thought! No, I will ſet before me the unblemiſh'd 


„Life of my Saviour, and endeavour, through Divine 


„ Aſſiſtance, to copy after ſo divine an Original, 

Thus then is the Lord's-Supper eminently calculated to 
promote the Practice of gaod or ks, as it ſerves to bring 
to our Remembrance the End and Deſign both of his Life 
and Death. 

And as Chrift has, in all the foregoing Particulars, evi- 
dently demonſtrated the Neceſſity of good Works; that 
nothing might be wanting to engage us to the Practice of 
them, ſo he has exhibited to us in his Life a moſt complete 
Pattern for moral Conduct, thereby ſetting us an Exam- 
ple that we ſhould follow his Steps. 

I might mention alſo, that the Miracles, abich he 
wrought, were eminently deſigned to ſubſerve the ſame 
Purpoſes. It can never be imagined, that Chri/t perform- 
ed ſo many wonderful Works, merely to make a Diſplay 


of his exceeding Power, but rather to command the Atten- 


tion of the People to his Doctrine ; for had he entered up- 
on his Miniſtry without evidencing a ſuperiour Power, it 
is highly probable, conſidering his mean Appearance, that 
few comparatively would have attended upon his Preach- 
inz; but when the Fame of his Miracles was gone forth, 
the Attention of the People began to be raiſed ; "by which 
Means he had a fit Opportunity of correcting the Vices of 
the Times, by recommending the Practice of pure and un- 
defiled Religion from the moſt provable Motives. 

Upon this brief View then of the Conduct of our 
Lord, it appears exceeding evident, that he principally at- 
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What is it then to preach Chriſt, about which there is 
ſo much uncharitable Warmth and Zeal among ſome of 
late; and for the ſuppoſed Neglect of which, the whole 
Body of the e/tabliſhed Clergy are loaded with the moſt bit- 
ter Lethe and Invectives? 

Do not the Clergy in general recommend, with a becom- 
ing Ardour and Concern, the various Duties contained in 
the Goſpel of Chriſt? And do they not as Occaſions and 
Circumſtances offer, make uſe of Goſpel-motives to en- 
gage their Hearers to the Practice of thoſe Duties? Nor 
do they, as is inſinuated by the Methodiſts, exclude Divine 
Influences out of the Chriſtian Life; tho' to their Praiſe, 
they deſcribe the Operations of the Spirit in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as is conſiſtent with Man's free Agency; by which 
Means they not only do Honour to God as the moral Go- 
vernour of the Univerſe, but preſerve the Doctrine of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, from that Inconfiſtency which 
will ever follow the denying Man to be a free Agent. 

In a word; to preach Chrift, ſo as to render his Advent | 
among us of any real Benefit to Mankind, is not to in- 
fiſt upon uncertain doubtful Speculations, which have no 
Relation to, or Connection with moral Conduct; but to 
recommend the Practice of pure and undefiled Religion, | 
from thoſe Motives which are contained in the ſacred | 
Writings. This Preaching will always promote the Cauſe 

-of Truth and Virtue, and conſequently muſt be a real Be- 
nefit and Advantage to Mankind; while the Preaching 
Doctrines which, whether true or falſe, have no Influence 
upon our Behaviour, but more eſpecially ſuch which ma- 
nifeſtly tend to promote a cenſorious uncharitable Temper, 
and to leſſen Men's Regard to moral Obligations, is /ub- 
verting the Deſign of Chriſtianity, and makes the Croſs of 
Chriſt of none Effect. Whether the ethodrts are nor ' 
highly criminal in this Reſpect, I ſhall now inquire, by ö 
taking a ſhort View of ſome of their Principles, and their 
Tendency, 

Firſt, They conſtantly teach their Followers, that all 
Men by Nature are not only deſtitute of Power to perform 
good Actions, but alſo that they are prone to commit all 
Manner of Iniquity. This, I apprehend, is not preaching 
Chriſt, or any Part of his Goſþo! ; becauſe the Doctrine of 
God's moral Government, the final Fudgment, and Rewards 
and Puniſhments, evidently ſtand upon no other Foundation 
| GS-2 than 
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than Man's free: Agency ; to which may be added, that all 
the Expoſtulations, Exhortations, Reproofs, Threats and 
Promiſes, with which the Scriptures abound, ſufficiently 
confirm the fame Truth, or they contain nothing but 
Farce and Mockery.——If Mankind are in ſuch unhap- 
py Circumſtances, as that they are incapacitated to any 
Good, and by Nature prompted on to every Evil, they 
cannot in the Natureof Things be the Subjects of God's 
moral Government; that is, they cannot be Subjects to the 
Obligations of the moral Law, For as God's Actions are 
conducted by unerring Wiſdom, Goodnefs and Juſtice ; 
ſo he cannot but conſider our Capacities, as the Rule or 
Meaſure of Obligation; or in other Words, we cannot 
in Juſtice be obliged to perform any Actions, unleſs we 
have, or can procure, Power ſufficient to perform ſuch 
Actions. "This would be more unjuſt than to require 
Bricks to be made without Straw. | 

But as God has expreſly commanded our Compliance 
with moral Duties, therefore there needs no other Proof 
of our free Agency, if Gd is Good and Juſt. 

On the other hand, if we are prone by Nature to com- 
mit all Manner of Evil, it will follow unavoidably that in 
fo doing we act agreeably to our Capacity and Make; 
or in other Words, we are purfuing the grand End and 
Deſign of our Formation; and conſequently to puniſh us 
ſor ſo doing, would be an Act of the higheſt Injuſtice, 
and would be thought to be ſo-by the warmeſt Advocates 
for this Doctrine, in any ſimilar Caſe. So that, it ſeems, 
God may do that conſiſtent with Goodneſs and Fuſtice, which 
Man cannot do, without forfeiting all juſt Pretenſions to 
both! Is this preaching Chriſt ? | 

But farther, upon this Scheme the Doctrines of the final 
Judgment, and Rewards and Puniſhments, are deſtroyed.-= 
The Scripture- Account of the Proceſs of that awful Day 
is, that every [ork ſhall be brought into Judgment, and that 
every Man ſhall receive according to what he has done in the 


Body ; and that in Preportion te the Improvement we make 


of our Talents here, our Situation will be aujuſted here- 
after. | | 

But, with Submiſſion, I would aſk, what are theſe Ta- 
lents, for the Non- improvement of which we ſhall be con- 
demned, if we are abſolutely determined by our Make and 


juſt 
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Juſt to ſentence aSet of Beings to endleſs Miſery, for Ad- 


ing in ſuch a Manoer as they cannot avoid, or to condemn 
them for the Breach of Laws, which they never had, nor 
could have Power to keep ! | 

Are theſe the beſt Conceptions, which we can form of the 
Conduct of that Being, who is ſaid to be good to all, and 
whoſe tender Mercies are over all his Works ? Shocking 
Thoughts Can we view our Redeemer weeping o- 
ver Jeruſalem, and paſſionately wiſhing that they had 
known the things, that belonged to their everlaſting 
Peace, and yet believe that he knew, at the ſame time, 
that they could not have ated otherwiſe, without a Pow- 
er ſuperiour to their own, which, ſome of the Me- 
thodiſts tell us, was never given them? 

"Tis very ſurpriſing that theſe Gentlemen ſhould ac- 
knowledge this Life to be a State of Trial and Probation, 
and yet hold Opinions abſolutely inconſiſtent therewith. 
A State of Trial neceſſarily ſuppoſes ſome Talents in- 
truſted, and this as neceſſarily ſuppoſes a proper Degree 
of Power ; the Uſe or Abuſe of which is the alone Foun- 
dation of Rewards or Puniſhments: But it we are de- 
ſtitute of Power, we cannot be poſſeſſed of Talents, and 
conſequently, the Doctrine of a final Judgment, and Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, is a mere Deluſion. 

I may here add, that this and ſuch- like Doctrines tend 
to deſtroy all practical Religion. It cannot be denied, but 
it is the beſt Method we can uſe in order to deter a Per- 
ſon from performing any Action, to prevail upon him to 
believe, that ſuch an Action is beyond the Limits of his 
Capacity; for while he imagines himſelf able to effect it, 
and is ſenſible that it will be much to his Advantage, it is 
highly probable, that one time or another he will make the 
Attempt. So it is in Religion. For while Miniſters are 
conſtantly preaching, and People firmly believing, that 
they have no Power to mortify this Luſt, overcome 
that Temptation, or comply with the general Duties of 
Religion, until they receive a ſenſible Power from on high, 
it will be no Wonder if they never make any Attempts ; 
nor need we be ſurpriſed to hear ſuch Perſons give good 
Works reproachful Terms, give way to every darling 
Vice, and fall an eaſy Prey to every flight Temptation. 


Secondly, 
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"Secondly, Theſe Gentlemen are not ſatisfied with repre- 
ſenting Mankind as prone to all Evil, and--averſe to all 
Good ; but they alſo deny them a Power ſufficient to be- 
lieve on the Lord Feſus Chrift : This is the more unac- 
countable, becauſe they make Believing to be the onl 
evident Mark of a true Chriſtian.— That the Sins of Be- 
lievers, paſt, preſent and to come, are pardoned, and that 
they were juſtified from Eternity, are Doetrines often 

taught among them; and ſome have affirmed, that Sin 
can do a Believer no Harm, This cannot be preaching the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, becauſe it manifeſtly tends to pos 
the Practice of Vice and Irreligion. 

Should an unregenerate Perſon work himſelf up into an 
Imagination, that he is a real Believer, which he ma very 
. eaſily do, ſeeing it is ſo much to his Advantage; what will 
be the Conſequence ? Why he will be apt to preſume, that 
as God has beſtowed upon him the Gift of Believing, he 
muſt therefore bea Favourite of Heaven, and conſequent- 
ly his eternal Happineſs is eventually ſecured. This, when 

rmly believed, muſt unavoidably prevent him from en- 
deavouring to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God ; *twill 
induce him to ſpeak reproachfully of gaad Forks, which 
are the Perfection of human Nature, and will excite in 
him the moſt diſhonourable and unworthy Conceptions of 
God. Such a one cannot, confiſtent with that Scheme, be- 
lieve that God is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, 
but muſt conſider him as pardoning impenitent Sinners, 
and giving Countenance and Encouragement to Sin. 

What Motive has ſuch a Perſon ſufficient to deter him 
from committing any Act of Violence, Oppreflion, or 
Fraud, that ſhall be preſented to him? May he not con- 
ſiſtently reaſon thus? © have now an e of 
« enriching myſelt at the Expence of others; but what 
Hazard ſhail I run ? I am under no Apprehenſions, tis 
true, from the legiſlative Power; but what Influence 
will ſuch Conduct have upon my State hereafter, in 
the other World ? Will God be offended ? Shall I ſtill 
be in his Favour? Yes, certainly ; it cannot be other- 
wife, becauſe I have already received the Spirit, which 
« is the Earneſt or Pledge of eternal Life and Bleſſedneſs. 
© *Tis true, by ſo doing I ſhall make more Work for 
„ Repentance ; bur then there is no doubt, nay I am 

« certain, 
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* certain, that he who has begun the good Work in me, 
<< by giving me Faith, will perfect ic unto the End.” 
Thus may a Perſon conſiſtently reaſon, when he is firmly 
perſuaded of the Truth of the aforeſaid Doctrine. 

I know it will be readily anſwered, that tho' an unrege- 
nerate Perſon may make an ill Uſe of this Doctrine, yet 
God will not ſuffer thoſe to whom he gives true Faith, to 
act in ſuch a Manner. _ 

Iwill not now enter ſo far into the Debate, as to at- 
tempt to diſprove it: Yet it cannot be denied, but that 
this Doctrine may be attended with very bad Conſequences, 
with reſpect to thoſe who have not true Faith. *Tis true, 
upon thoſe Principles it cannot make either their final 
Happineſs or Miſery more certain, the Decrees of God in 
Eternity having unalterably ſettled thoſe Points ; yet it 
may ſo influence them, as to render them very hurtful 
and prejudicial both to themſelves and civil Society. For 
ſhould an unregenerate Perſon work himſelf up into a 
firm Perſuaſion, that he is poſſeſſed of this ſaving Faith, 
we may with great Reaſon affirm, that ſuch an Imagina- 
tion, ſeeing his natural Bent is to Evil, will have a direct 
Tendency to deſtroy, or at leaſt obliterate thoſe uneaſy 
Senſations of Mind, which are generally the Conſequents 
of wicked Actions; and ſo by Degrees prompr him on to 

commit all Manner of Iniquity with Greedineſs. 

TDis readily owned, that the Scriptures declare, that he 
who believeth on the Lord Feſus Chriſt ſhall be ſaved. 
But what are we to underſtand by this Belief? Not mere- 
ly, that we believe him to be Gad, or the promiſed Meſ⸗ 
fiah; that he ſuffered and died, &c, Nor will our believ- 
ing that he died for us in particular, give us the leaſt ſolid 
Ground to hope for Pardon and Acceptance, without ſome 
other more eſſential Qualifications. | 

*T'is undoubtedly evident, that 7 believe in Chrift, fo as 
to be benefited thereby, includes a conſtant and uniform Re- 
gard to all thoſe Duties, which neceſſarily reſult from theRe- 
lation, which we ſtand in to Gad and other Beings ; and that 
Obedience is ſtrictly and properly evangelical, which is per- 
formed from thoſe Motives, which were urged by Chriſi 
and his Apoftles: Without this all Pretenſions to Faith, 
and inward Feelings, will but ſerve-to aggravate our Quiet, 
when God ſhall judge the Secrets of all Men's Hearts by 
Feſus Chrift. 

Thirdh, 
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.* Thirdly, Theſe Gentlemen, who will allow no- body to 
preach Chriſt but themſelves, frequently declare that Rea- 
fon, or thoſe Abilities which God has given us, by which on- 
ly we can Yiſtinguiſh Truth from Error, and which are 
as neceſſary to Virtueand Religion, as the Belief of a firſt 
Cauſe, are not only infufficient to anſwer any valuable Ends, 
but, if attended to, will unavoidably conduct us to Ruin 
and Deſtruction : Upon whichAccount, they oppoſe Reve- 
lation to Reaſon, inſinuating that they are deftructive of 
each other ; forgetting that it is by our reaſoning Facul- 
ties only, that we come to be convinced, that the Scyip- 
tures are really a Revelation from God; and that Mabo- 
met's Alcoran, tho' it makes the ſame Pretenſions, has 
nothing in it deſerving that Character, as J ſaid before. 
But in order to ſupply the Defect in this romantic Deſcrip- 
tion of the Imperfection of natural Reaſon, they affirm, 
that the Spirit of Gd illuminates the Minds of ſome, tho” 
not of all; by which means they, who are thus favoured, 
can and do apprehend the great Myſteries of the Goſpel, 
as they are pleaſed to call theſe Opinions I am confuting ; 
which are hid from all thoſe, on whom Gad is not pleaſed 
to beſtow this Favour, 

This Account, of the Imperfection of human Reaſon, can- 
not be admitted as juſt, for the following Reaſons : 

Fir/?, Becauſe it ſupercedes and renders abſolutely uſe- 
leſs and unneceſſary any outward Revelation whatſo- 
ever. ; 

If our reaſoning Faculties are in ſuch a diſordered Situa- 

tion, that we are not capable of judging which, among ſe- 
veral Pretenſions to a divine Revelation, has the ſuperior 
Evidence, and conſequently beſt deſerves that Character, 
it will follow, that no outward Revelation whatever can 
be the Effect of an infinite Wiſdom. For if, in order to 
diſtinguiſh between a genuine and ſpurious Revelation, 
and to underſtand the Senſe of what is contained in the 
true one, it is neceſſary that our Minds ſhould be illumi- 
nated by the Spirit of God, it will follow, that the Scrip- 
tures are needleſs ; becauſe the ſame 7!lumination can as ef- 
fectually make us acquainted with what we are to believe 
and praCtiſe, without an outward Revelation as with one. 
To which I will add, that we have great Reaſon to ſuſpect, 
that thoſe Aſſiſtances, which they pretend to receive from 
God, in order to underſtand the Senſe of Scripture, have 

* | no 
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no real Exiſtence, becauſe it is obvious, that tho? they pe* 
nerally agree in thoſe Points, I am mentioning, yet they 
differ - much about Doctrines of equal Concern and Im- 

Secondly, T his View of human Nature cannot be juſt, 
becauſe then this Revelation is ſuppoſed to belong only to 
thoſe who are enlightened fo as rightly to underſtand it. 
The Scriptures, in numberleſs Places, repreſent it as deſign- 
ed for the Uſe and Advantage of all, to whom it is offered; 
for God will have all Men to be ſaved, and come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth. This evidently proves all Man- 
kind to have ſufficient Abilities to believe and obey the 
Goſpel, But let me aſk, Of what real Benefit is Revelation 
to me, if I am not able to underſtand the Deſign of the 
Revealer? Tis true, it may deſerve the Character of a 
Revelation to thoſe happy Perſons, who are favoured with 
Capacities ſufficient to explain it; but it can be none ta 
me, any more than to one who was dead; before ſuch a Re- 
velation was publiſhed to the World. Can it be thought 
conſiſtent with the Goodneſs and Juſtice of God, to com- 
mandy upon the ſeveral Penalties, my Compliance with the 
Contents of a Book, which Book I am no more able to un- 
derſtand to any ſavingPurpoſe, than if it was wrote in a Lan- 
whichguage I never ſo much as heard of? Sucha Conduct as 
this in one Man towards another, would be ſufficient to 
hx upon him, and that juſtly too, an indelible Mark of 
Infamy and Reproach; and ſhall we dare to throw ſuch a 
Character into our Deſcription of that Being, who is at 
an infinite Diſtance from the leaſt Imperfeaion? 

The ſacred Oracles tell us, that the Grace of God, which 
bringeth Salvation, has appeared unto all Men, &c. Now 
let the Grace of God mean what it will, it muſt be that 
which bringeth Salvation, and alſo that all Men have or 
ſhall be favoured therewith ; which is what I contend for, 
Again, 

Chriſt is ſaid to be that Light, which lighteth every Man 
that cometh into the World. Now whether Light be ta- 
ken for the Goſpel, or for Illumination, it will be the ſame 
with reſpect to the preſent Argument, v:z. that all Men 
are, or may be equally alike concerned in the Benefits of 
it, and conſequently will be highly cul pable, if they neg- 
lect ſo great Salvation. 5 8 
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„Hut Upon His fforeſaid Suppolicon-it will Wild m a 
juſt Inference; that thoſe who receive not this Revelation, 
will not be chargeable with Guilt upon that Account; be- 
cauſe they have miſimproved no Talents, with which they 
were inttuſted. n "92.7 8 
We cannot form any Ideas of Puniſhment conſiſtent 
with Fuſfice, upon any other Plan, than that of our not 
having acted as we might, or as having done that which 
we might have avoided. From which it will follow, that it 
we cannot believe, and embrace the Goſpel, without ſuper- 
vatural Impartments, which ſupernatural Impartments 
we are not able to reſiſt; and, if we cannot but do fo, 
when we are ſo acted upon; I fay, it will unavoidably fol- 
Jow, that it is not the Duty of any Man whatſoever to be- 
lieve the Geſpel. It is not the Duty of him, who is not 
thus acted 'apdh, becauſe the Work is much ſuperior to 
his Capacity; nor can it be the Duty of him, who is ſo 
influenced, beeauſe he acts not freely, but neceſſarily. 
To talk therefore, of that being made a Man's Daty, 
by the Command of God, which he cannot do, er can- 
not avoid doing, is joining together the moſt oppoſite and 
diſtinct Ideas; it is doing Violence to the unalterable 
Laws and Dictates of Reaſon, introduces the utmoſt Con- 
fuſion and Diſorder into the moral World, and inſtead of 
repreſenting that Deity as worthy of our Reverence, Love 
and Delight, on Account of his acting according to the 
eternal and unalterable Laws of Reaſon and Fitneſs, it 
gives ſuch a Deſcription of him, as cannot, upon cool Re- 
flection, but poſſeſs our Minds with the moſt diſmal and 
gloomy Apprehenſions. Theſe are ſome of the Doctrines, 
which are charged upon Chriſtianity ! Theſe are the Men, 
who make ſuch extraordinary Pretenſions to the Guidance 
of the Holy Spirit / | 
I come now to make a few Remarks upon the Doctrine 
of Regeneration, as explained by the above Gentlemen; a- 
bout Which they Dave raiſed ſuch loud Clamours againſt 
"our Clergy, and on which Account they repreſent the 
W ROI TDU rr or Man as criminally defective- A Reve- 
rend Gentleman, at: the Head of that Party, has very judici- 
dully informed us, in a Letter printed in the Daily Adver- 
ſer, that he was ſurpriſed not to find the Word Regene- 
ration in the Index to that Book, If that Gentleman 8 5 
1 I 
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read the WH OIRHDU T of Man, one would be apt to ima- 
gine that he had very little Ocgaſion to conſult the Index; 
however it muſt be owned to be a very expeditious Way 
of coming at the Senſe of an Author. Tis a ſingular 
Happineſs to this Gentleman in his Studies, that Indexes and 
Concor dances are ſo common, and fo much improved; for 
had he made his Appearance a Century ago, he muſt have 
been obliged to have fubmitted himſelf to undergo the Fa- 
tigue of reading the Works of moſt Authors to diſcover 
their Meaning. 
But is it not poſſible to expreſs that Doctrine by ſome 
other Word or Phraſe at leaſt? Here, methinks, I fee 
the ill Uſe that may be made of [ndex-reading. For if a 
Perſon may be truly ſaid to be regenerated, who is poſſeſſed 
of new and oppoſite Principles of Action, which Princi- 
ples he ſuffers himſelf to be wholly governed by; if this, 
without taking notice how he comes by ſuch Principles, js 
a juſt Definition, then to promote Regeneration, tho' the 
Word is unhappily omitted in the Iudex, was the ulti- 
mate Deſign of the Author of Tue WRHOLE DuTy or 
Man in writing that Book. Therefore a Perſon may 
ſometimes miſs the Senſe of an Author, by confining him- 
ſelf only to the Study of the Index. | 

I am well aware, that theſe Gentlemen will not be con- 
vinced, that a Perſon is really regenerated, tho' it ſhould he 
evident, that he has changed his Courſe of Life, and con- 
ducts himſelf agreeably to the Conſtitutions of Reaſon, 
unleſs he can believe, and embrace a Set of Opinions, 
which many Perſons think have no Connection with, 
much leſs have any Influence upon his Conduct and Beha- 
viour . For inſtance, he muſt ir believe, whether he 
diſcerns proper Evidence or not, that he deſerves the eter- 
nal Wrath and Diſpleaſure of Gad, merely becauſe our 
firſt Parents did eat of the forbidden Fruit.—Secandly, He 
muſt be firmly perſuaded, that by Virtue of this firſt 
Tranſgreſſion, all the Powers and Faculties of his Soul are 
in ſuch a diſordered Condition, that he is by Nature prone 
to commit all kind of Evil, and utterly unable and averſe 
to perform any good Action, or even ſo much as to think 
a good Thought, Thirdly, He muſt alſo believe, that if 
ever he changes that Courſe of Life, which js natural to 
him, it muſt be effected by the irre/i/table Operation of the 
Spirit of God. Now unleſs a Man can believe the fore- 
D 2 going 
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oing Particulars ; his keeping his Conſcience void of Of- 
Eds, both towards God, and towards Man, will be no In- 
dication to them, that he hath paſſed from Death to Life; 
he will nevertheleſs be loaded with the moſt bitter Re- 
and Invectives, as one who knows no more of 
Chriſtianity than Mabomet, and who will, unleſs he re- 
nounces his Errors, ſuffer the Vengeance of eternal Fire. 

Surpriſing Arrogance and Preſumption |! | 
But I appeal to you, my Brethren, who are not as yet 


infatuated with theſe Deluſions: Did our Bleſſed Saviour 


ever teach ſuch Doctrines? On the contrary, does not 
the whole of his Preaching either expreſsly affirm, or na- 
turally imply, that every Sinner's Damnation is of him- 
ſelf? Does he not condemn the Jews becauſe they would 
not (not becauſe they could not) come to him, that they 
might haveLife? And do not. all his Exhortations, Expoſ- 
tulations, Threats and Promiſes naturally ſuppoſe the 
ſame obvious Truth? 

If Regeneration is the Work of God alone, and can- 
not be reſiſted; if this Favour cannot be obtained by any 
Behaviour of our's, but is beſtowed. according to the ſo- 
veraign Will and Pleaſure of the Almighty, it will then 
follow, that a Sinner's Damnation is not of himſelf, ſee- 
ing he is denied that, without which there is no enter- 
ing into the Kingdom of Heaven, and with which 
there is. 

If this their Definition of Regeneration is juſt, I con- 
feſs that the following Paſſages of Scripture are very diffi- 
cult to be explained, God hath ſaid, that he deſires not 
the Death of a Sinner; that he is willing that ALL Men 


ſhould be ſaved, and come to the Knowledge of the Truth; 


that Chrift is the Light which lighteth EvERY Man, who 
cometh into the World; that he taſted Death for EVER 
Man; and that the Spirit is given to EVERY Man to pro- 


fit withal. To all which I would add another Paſlage, 


which I humbly apprehend deſerves to be carefully attend- 


ed to. We are told, that God will give his Holy Spirit to 
them that aſe. 


Theſe Gentlemen tell us, that no Man can pray 


acceptably to God, unleſs the Holy Spirit dwelleth in 


him; for, ſay they, the Prayers of the Wicked are an 
Abomination unto the Lord, The Text aſſures us, that 
God will give the Holy Spirit to him that aſketh. This 
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neceſſarlly ſuppoſes, that when a Perſon prays for the Spi- 
rit, he is deſtitute of it, otherwiſe his Prayers would be 
highly irrational; but a Perſon ſo praying ſhall receive it; 
whence it follows, that the Prayers of a Perſon deſtitute 
of the Spirit are acceptable to God, and that the Holy 
Spirit is to be procured by every Perſon, who is properly 
diſpoſed to receive it. It will be of no Moment to ob- 
jet, that the above Paſſage is not applicable to thoſe, 
who never had the Spirit, but reſpects ſuch only from 
whom the Spirit is withdrawn ; becauſe whenever the 
Spirit is withdrawn from a Man, his Prayers are then the 
Prayers of a Perſon without the Spirit, yet nevertheleſs are 
acceptable and available, So that it follows on either Sup- 
poſition, that the ſincere Prayers of a Man deftitute of 
the Spirit are heard and anſwered. We may then juſtly 
infer, that tho' if ſhould be granted to be as impoſſible for 
a wicked Man to learn to do well, as it is for an Ethiopian 
to change his Skin, or a Leopard his Spots, yet it is in his 
own Power to obtain ſuch Aſſiſtance from above, as will 
make him equal to the Work. | 

If this Account be juſt, then it follows, that the Defi- 
nition given us by the Methodifts of Regeneration, as a 
Work in which a Man is entirely paſſive, is groundleſs 
and unſcriptural, and manifeſtly tends to promote an ut- 
ter Indifference about that, which is of the laſt Impor- 
tance, 

REGENERATION, whatever it be, is always in Scrip- 
ture urged upon us as a Duty ; for a Proof of this, many 
Paſſages might be cited, If then it isa Duty, it will fol- 
low, that we either have, or may have ſufficient Power 
to effect it. But on the other-hand, if it is beyond the 
utmoſt Extent of our Power to procure, it cannot be our 
Duty, nor can we be chargeable with any even the leaſt 
Degree of Guilt, if we depart this World in an unregene- 
rate State, | | | 

The next Opinion remarkable in the Scheme of the a- 
bove-mentioned Gentlemen, is what they call imvard Feel- 
ings of the Holy Spirit, By which odd Phraſe, I ſuppoſe, 
they mean thoſe extraordinary Impulſes of the Spirit, 
Which, they ſay, they are frequently favoured with, 
Which alſo they can very clearly diſtinguiſh from any E- 
motion of Mind properly their own, tho' it is impoſſible 
tor them to deſcribe them to thoſe, who never felt 2 _ 

mprei- 
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Impreſſions, any more than it is for one who can fee, to 
convey to one blind, proper Ideas of Colours. This 
Doctrine, tho! it is falſe in Fact, as might be proved, would 
our intended Brevity permit, is the moſt captivating and 
bewitching of their whole Scheme. There are no Preten- 
fions whatever which ſtrike vulgar Minds with ſuch Force 
as this. It imperceptibly begets a very extravagant De- 
gree of Reverence and Veneration, as a firm Belief of it 
is alſo of more Strength than the moſt powerful Argu- 
ments, For when once they, have perſuaded their Hearers 
to believe, that the Spirit of God is with them in an ex- 
traordinary Manner, the laborious Part of their Work is 
at an End: There is then nothing, tho? ever ſo abſurd, 
too hard to be believed, nor any Requeſt too unreaſonable 
to be granted, as many Families with Grief can teſtify. 
Nor does the Deluſion ſtop here; for the Glare of theſe 
ſuppoſed inward Feelings dazles, and often blinds the 
Underſtanding, fires the Fancy and Imagination to ſuch a 
Degree, till at length the Deceived become Neceivers ; 
imagining they are poſſeſſed of the /ame Spirit, and fo 
ſpread the fatal Deluſion with Succeſs, That it is a fatal 
Deluſion, witneſs the many Families, which are rendered 
miſerable through the Folly of thoſe, who according to 
the Law of Nature ſhould be their Support : Witneſs alſo 
the many, who by Loſing the regular Exerciſe of their ra- 
tional Faculties, are now the unhappy Victims of an over- 
headed Imagination ; while others, who, through their na- 
tural Conſtitutions, are more inclined to doubt than to 
pre ſume, are ſpending their miſerable Lives in the utmoſt 

Horrors of black Deſpair. 8 
That this Doctrine of ixward Feelings is a Deluſion, 
ſeems evident, in that, according to their own. Scheme, 
thoſe inward Feelings in the Preacher can be of no real 
Advantage to the Hearers. Tis hard to underſtand, what 
Mr. Whitefield means, when he tells us, that he preached 
with great Power. He muſt certainly mean ſomething 
more, than that he preached with an uncommon Elevati- 
on of Voice; nor could he be pleaſed to have the Senſe 
confined merely to the Power of Engaging his Hearers to a 
liberal Contribution, Indeed he may cail his Preaching 
power ful, when he draws Tears in gicat plenty from his 
melted Hearers; but how can they refrain, if they believe 
his Deſcription of the miſerable Situation of far the 8 
art 
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Part of their Fellow-creatures ? A Deſcription, which, if 
true, muſt unavoidably occafion, in the Breaſt of every 
Lover of Mankind, the moſt bitter and permanent Grief. 
What other Idea to form of his Preaching with Power, 
I know not; for the Preaching of a Man without the Spi- 
rit, will be of equal Advantage to his Hearers, ſeeing nei- 
ther the Preaching of one nor the other will be uſeful to 
Sinners, without the Spirit bf God worketh Grace in their 
Hearts; and inaſmuch as God gives Grace to none, but to 
thoſe zvhom he choſe from before the Foundation of the 
World, it will follow, that any extraordinary Aſſiſtance to 
a Preacher is needleſs ; and if needleſs, we may ſafely in- 
fer, that all his Pretenſions to it are Either calculated to 
ſubſerve ſome baſe Purpoſes, or elſe, which is the moſt 
„ of the two, that they are the mere Effects of an 
verned Imagination. 

hus have I compared the doctrinal Preaching of the 
altes Clergy with the Preaching of Mr. Whitefield, 
Seagrave, &c. In which it is eaſy to ſee, that the former 
are building upon the Foundation laid by Chrift and his A. 
poſtles, while the latter are exhibiting a Set of Notions un- 
2 of God, and quite diſhonourable for Man to re- 
ceive, ſeeing they evidently tend to obliterate and deſtroy 

all proper ä of Religion and Virtue. 
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LIFE and CONVERSATION 
1 Of that Holy M u 


| Mr. George Whitefield, 


A TD 


Charles-Town in SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
A* Extract of his ſroenth Journal, Page 60. E- 
© nemies are more enraged; as a Proof of it _ 
„the following Inſtance, When Mr. Jona 
« than Ben (Bryan) came to 2 N ſhewed me a 
| Letter written by his Brother Mr. H h B— (Bryan) 
8 in which it was hinted, that the Clergy broke their 
| | 66 Canons, and this he deſired me to correct for the Preſs. 1 
| « did it, and it was publiſhed this Week. ImmediatelyMr. 
« B-—1 (Bryan), was apprehended and bound over, and 
< being aſked, frankly confeſſed, that I corrected and 
«© made ſome Alterations in it. This Evening a Conſta- 
« ble came to me with the following Warrant : 


<8 South- Carolina, IT. 
| 


6 By * N. — &c. 
Hereas I have received Information upon Oath, 
60 that George Whitefield, Clerk, hath made and 


« compoſed a falſe, malicious, ſcandalous and infamous 
„ LiBkb 


* _ — 3  _ . — ——— 


n 


DAS, FP 
« E18RL againſt the CLzrGy of this Province, in Con- 
<« tempt of his Majeſty and his Laws, and againſt the 
2 


* Theft are therefore in his Majgſtys Name to charge 
« and command you, and each of you forthwith to ap- 
cc „ 15 mnkang ſaid George Whitefield, and to bring him. 
<« before me to anſwer the Premiſes. Hereof fail not 

. at your Peril, and for your ſs doing this ſhall. be your, 
«and each of your ſufficient /Yarrant. 


To all and ſingular the Siven, under my Hand and Seal 
Conſtables of this tenth Day of January in 
Charles-Town.. the fourteenth Year of his 

Majefty's Reign, Anno Do- 

mini one thouſand ſeven hun- 

dred and forty. 
B. 


66 T went to the C0 — 7, and confeſſed that I had re- 
& viſed and corrected Mr. B—'s (Bryan's) Letter for the 
« Preſs, and gave Security to appear by my Attor ney at the 
« next general Quarter- Sgſions, under the Penalty of an 
& hundred Pound Proclamation- Money. This is what 
J cannot believe to be true. Every Counſellor and Attorney 
knows, that in ſuch Caſes Security is given for the Perſo- 
nal Appearance and not for an Appearance by an Attorney; 
and therefore they are called upon at the Seffions to come 
in, and fave them and their Bail. 

But if Mr. Whitefield cannot be believed in this, how 
ſhall he be believed in any thing elſe, that he publiſhes in 
his Journals? However, he goes on, Blefſed be God for 
< this further Honour]! My Soul rejoices in it. I think 
te this may be called Perſecution, I think it is for Righ- 
* teouſneſs Sake.” I think not, and that it is only a 
Profecution for Making and Compoſing a falſe, malicious, 
ſeandalous and F Sa LiBEL, as it is expreſſed in the 
Words of the Varrant. However, he goes on, 05 
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+ If he had conſidered the Caution of St, Peter, 1 Epiſt. 
iv. 1 5 But let none of you ſuffer as an evil doer, or as a buſy-, 
by in other mens matters; inſtead of Rejoicing it might have 


d led him to Repentance. 
: E * bo 
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& how gently doth the Lord deal with me; and by theſe Iittle 
e forewarn, and I truſt prepare me for greater Trial; ! 
* Father forgive my Perſecutors, viſit them not in Fudge- 
* ment but in Mercy. They know not what they do.” Let 
the World judge what an affected and hypocritical Cant 
there is in all this. However, he goes on, 
& Sunday, January 11, I preached this Morning up- 
c on Herod's ſending the Wiſemen to find out Chri/t ; 
c under a Pretence, that he intended to come and 1wor- 
« ſbip him, when indeed he intended to 4x him. F I 
<< endeavoured, ſaith he, to ſhew from thence, how 
& dreadful it was to perſecute under a Pretence of. Religi- 
< on,” But Religion was not the Pretence, he was pro- 
ſecuted for publiſhing a falſe, malicious, infamous and ſcan- 
aalous Libel; neither was there any Deſign to 4, him, 
but only to prevent ſuch baſe Practices for the future. 
However, he goes on, Mr, }/—d« telling me that what 
< he did was out of a Senſe of Duty, and that Binding me 
<< over. to the Seffions was no Perſecution, led my Thoughts 
* this Way.” But it might more naturally have led his 
"Thoughts to the quite contrary, But he farther adds, 
„In the Afternoon I preached from theſe Words, 1 Kings 
« xxi, 12, 13. They proclaimed a faft, and ſet Na- 
both on high among the people. And there came in two 
« men, children, of Belial, and ſate before him; and the 
* « men of Belial witneſſed againſt him, even againſt Na- 
| « both, in the preſence of the people, ſaying, Naboth did 
« blaſpheme God and the King. Then they carried him 
« forth out of the city, and floned him with flanes, that he 
« died. My Hearers (faith he) as well as myſelf, made 
the Application, it was pretty cloſe.” The Truth is, it 
was very malicious, and the Act of an Incendiary, and 
only deſigned to ſtir up the Mob againft the Magiſtrates, 
It was alto falſe, and nothing to the Purpoſe. 
Here he charges all the Evidence with Perjury, when 
before he had fully owned, that what they had depoſed 
upon Oath was true. Here he alſo inſinuates, as if they 


+ Here he compares himſelf, as uſually, to our Bleed Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Cbriſt, and he reckons his Proſecution, for 
Publiſhing an infamous and ſcandalous Libel, to be parallel ta 

he Deſign of Herod in murdering Chrift himſelf, | 


had 
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had a Deſign to take away his Life ; whereas it is plain, 
that they never intended any ſuch thing, 

But he who was reſolved to leave his Bail in the Lurch, 
and run away, cared not a Straw what Lyes he invented, 
or what he did to exaſperate the Magiſtrates, becauſe he 
knew, that he ſhould ſoon be out of the Hearing of it. 
He further adds, And I eſpecially directed my Diſ- 
% courſe to Men in Authority, and ſhewed them hei- 
<« nous Sin of abuſing the Power, which God had put into 
c their Hands. He might have added, that Magiſtrates 
ought not to bear the ſword in vain ; and that they are to be 
miniſters of God, and revengers to execute wrath upon 
them that do evil, and publiſh ſuch Lzibels as he did; that 
the higher powers, which are, are ordamed of God, and 
therefore he ought to be ſubjec to them, not only for wrath, but 
alſo for conſcience ſake, But as there was nothing of Con- 
ſcience in all his Proceedings, it was very prudent to omit 
it. He adds, In the Evening I expounded on the Story 
& of Orpah and Ruth, and exhorted my Hearers to fol- 
low the Lerd Feſus Chriſt, tho* his Cauſe be never ſo 
© much perſecuted and ſpoken againſt, Lord Feſus, keep 
* us from being aſhamed of thee and thy Gofpel, Amen 
c and Amen.” One would think from i. 16, 17. 
that he was the Zord Zeſus Chriſt, and that he perſuaded 
his Hearers to quit their Habitations, and come with him 
into England; but I do not find, that any People were fo 
mad as to take his Advice, However, he was certainl 
aſhamed of his own Practices, or elſe he would have ſtood a 
Trial ; and if he had any Thoughts, that he was perſecuted 
for Righteouſneſs ſake, he would undoubtedly have ſtaid, 
and gloried in it. But he ſeems conſcious to himſelf, that 
he muſt have ſuffered as a Malefactor, and ſo he ran a- 
way, and left his Bail to be perſecuted (as he calls it) 
which any Man of common Honour, Honeſty and Cen- 
ſcience would have ſcorned to do; for he tells us, Page 83. 
© That i= January 16.“ within a Week after the 
Date of the Warrant, „he went on Board the Miner, 
«© Captain Meredith Commander, in which he took Paſ- 
« ſage for himſelf and ſome others for England. He 
e fail'd from Charles-Town Bar, January 24. and arrived 
&« at Falmath the 11th of March,” 


N. B. 
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Ns 3: Ha Kiki defires "WS: Saaiataltios,” may. 
apply himſelf to the Reverend Mr. John N. eſley, at 
his Houſe near the Founder yon Windmill- Hill, Lon- 
don ; who is obliged in Gratitude, right or wrong, 
to vindicate his Brother in Iniquity, as his Brother 
had vindicated him. And in his firſt Journal, 
Page 3, he hath already vindicated che Clergy of 
South. Carolina from Mr, Whitefield*s malicious Aſ- 
perſions i in theſe Words: Friday, April 22. It be- 
<« ing the Time of their Annual Viſitation, I had 
« the Pleaſure of meeting with the Clergy of South- 
« Carolina. Among whom, in the Afternoon, 
« there was ſuch a Converfition for ſeveral Hours, 
« on Chriſt our Righteouſneſs, as I had not heard 


« at any Viſitation in England, or hardly on any 
«« other Occaſion. 
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